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' If any or all of these have contributed to your discontent, I will endeavour to remove it • and desire you to propose the question to which you wish for an answer.
' I am, Sir,
'Your humble servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON.'
'To MR. CAVE.
[No data.] 'SIR,
' I am pretty much of your opinion, that the Commentary cannot be prosecuted with any appearance of success ; for as the names of the authours concerned are of more weight in the performance than its own intrinsick merit, the publick will be soon satisfied with it. And I think the Examen should be pushed forward with the utmost expedition. Thus, " This day, &c., An Examen of Mr. Pope's Essay, &c., containing a succinct Account of the Philosophy of Mr. Leibnitz on the System of the Fatalists, with a Confutation of their Opinions, and an Illustration of the Doctrine of Free-will;" [with what else you think proper.]
' It will, above all, be necessary to take notice, that it is a thing distinct from the Commentary.
11 was so far from imagining they stood still", that I conceived them to have a good deal before-hand, and therefore was less anxious in providing them more. But if ever they stand still on my account, it must doubtless be charged to me; and whatever else shall be reasonable, I shall not oppose; but beg a suspense of judgment till morning, when I must entreat you to send me a dozen proposals, and you shall then have copy to spare.
' I am, Sir,
1 Your's, impransus2,
'SAM. JOHNSON.
' Pray muster up the Proposals if you can, or let the boy recall them from the booksellers.'
But although he corresponded with Mr. Cave concerning a translation of Crotisaz's Examen of Pope's Essay on Man, and gave advice as one anxious for its success, I was long ago
1 The Compositors in Mr. Cave's     fasted for two days at a time; 'he
printing-office, who appear by this     had drunk tea, but eaten no bread;
letter to have then waited for copy,     this was no intentional fasting, but
NICHOLS,   BOSWELL.                          happened just in  the   course of a
. * Twenty years later, when he was     literary life.' Boswell's Hebrides^ Oct.
lodging   in   the   Temple,   he   had     4, 1773.    See/<?.«?, Aug. 5, 1763.
convinced
ss
3 The premium of forty pour proposed for the best poem on ( Divine Attributes is here alluded NICHOLS. BOSWELL.arious Authours, both printed and     cuted. Subscriptions are taken in manuscript. By S, Johnson, i. The     by Mr. Dodsley in Pali-Mall, Mr. work will consist of two hundred     Rivington in St. Paul's Church-yard, sheets, and be two volumes in     by E. Cave at St. John's Gate, and quarto, printed on good paper and     the Translator, at No. 6, in Castle-letter. 2. The price will be 18.f, each     street, by Cavendish-square.' Bos-volume, to be paid, half-a-guinea at     WELL.
